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Average 
Savings of 
Green 
Buildings

ENERGY
SAVINGS

36%

CARBON
SAVINGS

35%

WATER
USE

SAVINGS
35-50%

WASTE
COST

SAVINGS
50-90%





Typical Range of Incremental Percentage Capital Cost of Meeting LEED

• LEED Certified: 0 – 2.5%
• LEED Silver: 0 – 3.3%
• LEED Gold: 0.5 – 5%
• LEED Platinum: 4 – 8.5%
“The City of Seattle reports that the average incremental cost of meeting LEED Silver across all 

projects is 1.7%.”

Source: KEMA

Incremental Cost Range



1010--20 20 
1212--24 24 

>1 cent>1 cent



Academic Buildings

0.00 100.00 200.00 300.00 400.00 500.00 600.00 700.00

Cost/SF

Certified
Silver
Gold
Not certified



Laboratory Buildings

0.00 100.00 200.00 300.00 400.00 500.00 600.00 700.00 800.00 900.00

Cost/SF

Certified
Silver
Gold
Not Certified



Libraries

0.00 100.00 200.00 300.00 400.00 500.00 600.00

Cost/SF

Certified
Silver
Gold
Not Certified



Community Centers
0.00 50.00 100.00 150.00 200.00 250.00 300.00 350.00 400.00 450.00 500.00

Cost/SF

Certified
Silver
Gold
Not Certified



• Projects are achieving LEED within their 
budgets, and in same cost range as non-
LEED projects.

• Construction costs have risen dramatically, 
but projects are still achieving LEED: cost 
cannot be a major issue or it would be value-
engineered out.

- Source: Davis Langdon, 2006
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Improved
Bottom 
Line.

30-70% 
ENERGY 
SAVINGS

VERIFIED
PERFORMANCE

ENHANCED
PRODUCTIVITY

REDUCED
LIABILITY &
IMPROVED

RISK
MANAGEMENT

INCREASED
VALUE
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Increased
Productivity.

20%
BETTER TEST

PERFORMANCE

SCHOOLS

EARLIER
DISCHARGE

HOSPITALS

INCREASED
PRODUCTION

FACTORIES

2-16%
PRODUCTIVITY

INCREASE

OFFICES

INCREASE
IN SALES PER
SQUARE FOOT

RETAIL



Health Benefits

17 separate studies 
all found positive 
health impacts from 
improved indoor air 
quality, ranging 
from 13.5% up to 
87% improvement





Test

USGBCUSGBC

Architects

Building
Owners

Planners

Federal,
Local,
and State 
Governments

Utility
Managers

Nonprofit Leaders

Engineers

Building
Tenants

Property
Managers

Product
Manufacturers

Interior
Designers

Code
Officials

Landscape
Architects

Financial
Planners
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What is the 
LEED System? 

LEADERSHIP in
ENERGY and
ENVIRONMENTAL
DESIGN

A leading-edge 
system for 
certifying
DESIGN, 
CONSTRUCTION, 
& OPERATIONS
of the greenest 
buildings in the 
world

Scores are tallied for 
different aspects of 
efficiency and design 
in appropriate 
categories.

For instance, LEED 
assesses in detail:

1. Site Planning
2. Water Management
3. Energy Management
4. Material Use
5. Indoor

Environmental
Air Quality

6. Innovation &
Design Process
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Levels of 
LEED 
Ratings 

Green Buildings 
worldwide are certified 
with a voluntary,
consensus-based 
rating system.
USGBC has four 
levels of LEED.
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MultiMulti--UseUse
10741074

CommercialCommercial
OfficeOffice

391391

KK--1212
EducationEducation

166166
MultiMulti--UnitUnit

ResidentialResidential
148148

HigherHigher
EducationEducation

199199

Public OrderPublic Order
& Safety& Safety

142142

OtherOther
9292

LaboratoryLaboratory
6464

HealthHealth
CareCare
7373

InterpretiveInterpretive
CenterCenter

8686

IndustrialIndustrial
9191

LibraryLibrary
9191

AssemblyAssembly
3737

RecreationRecreation
4242

NotNot
ClassifiedClassified

101101

2828

Financial &Financial &
CommunicationsCommunications

77

Special NeedsSpecial Needs
HousingHousing

1818

TransportationTransportation 1717
CommunityCommunity

1212
DaycareDaycare

1111
Hotel/ResortHotel/Resort

1212

Animal CareAnimal Care

88
ParkPark

MilitaryMilitary
BaseBase

2020

2424
CampusCampus

2525

RetailRetail

StadiumStadium
ArenaArena

33

3-49
50-99
100-299
300+

as of 09/06

LEED for New 
Construction
Buildings
Distribution
by Building Type
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1000+
LEED Certified

Projects

7,800+
LEED Registered Projects

LEED projects 
totals:
As of 09/25/2007

Every 
Business 
Day:
•$100 million 
worth of 
construction 
registers with 
LEED



______2 billion sq ft

4 billion sq ft
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Estimated value 
of new LEED for 
New Construction
registered projects

Fad?
Trend?
Paradigm?

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

$792 MILLION

$3.24 BILLION

$3.81 BILLION

$5.76 BILLION

$7.73 BILLION

2006

$10 
BILLION

$200 BILLION
PROJECTED
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40,000+
LEED APs

25
accreditations

per day
(average)



Leading by Example
The Proliferation of Public Sector Adoptions (80+)

-Acton, MA

-Alameda Co., CA

-Albuquerque, NM

-Arlington, MA

-Asheville, NC

-Athens, GA

-Atlanta, GA

-Austin, TX

-Babylon, NY

-Bellingham, WA

-Berkeley, CA

-Boulder, CO

-Boston, MA

-Calabasas, CA

-Chapel Hill, NC

-Chicago, IL

-Cincinnati, OH

-Clayton, MO

-Cook County, IL

-Cranford, NJ

-Dallas, TX

-Dublin, CA

-Eugene, OR

-Everett, WA

-Fort Collins, CO

-Frisco, TX

-Gainesville, FL

-Grand Rapids, MI

-Honolulu, HI

-Howard Co., MD

-Irvine, CA

-Issaquah, WA

-Kansas City, MO

-King County, WA

-Livermore, CA

-Long Beach, CA

-Los Angeles, CA

-LA County, CA

-Madison, WI

-Miami Lakes, FL

-Miami-Dade, FL

-Monroe Co. NY

-Mont. Co. MD

-Morgantown, WV

-Nashville, TN

-New York, NY

-Normal, IL

-Pasadena, CA

-Sarasota Co. FL

-St. Louis, MO
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LEED Certified

60%
energy savings

53%
water savings

91%
waste diverted
from landfill
85% recycled content

Case Study
Seattle Pacific
University
Science 
Building

Seattle Pacific
University,
Seattle, WA
owner

Higher education
63,000 sq ft 
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LEED Silver

38%
energy savings

40%
water savings
50% reduced 
irrigation

95%
day lit spaces

Case Study
Homewood
Middle School

Homewood Board of 
Education
Homewood, AL

Middle School
179,600 sq ft 
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LEED Silver

59%
energy savings

69%
waste diverted 
from landfill

Case Study
Fossil Ridge 
High School

Poudre School 
District
Fort Collins, CO
owner

K-12 Education
289,100 sq ft 
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immediate
measurable
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